
 

 

 

 

 
 

Community Clean Water Institute is dedicated to promoting and protecting clean water and public health by  

identifying water pollution, advocating for sound water policies, and providing information to the public.  
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 Community Clean Water Institute 

ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

Dear Friends, 

Community Clean Water Institute has now reached its 10 th year of protecting watershed 
health through our extensive volunteer water quality monitoring program. Thank you to eve-

ryone for making this decade such a success! 
 By providing one-on-one training in the use of field testing equipment, CCWI helps 

to empower citizens to engage in the scientific collection of water quality data, using Califor-

niaôs Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP) protocols, enabling our data to 
be used by government agencies in decision-making processes. Through the hard work and 

dedication of so many people over these years, we have continued to provide reliable data 
on over 100 monitoring sites in Sonoma County. 

 In celebration of our accomplishments, and as a culmination of our efforts to get the 
knowledge into the hands of the people, we have been working diligently to create an online 

interactive database that is easy to use and gives instant visual information on water quality 

for all of our monitoring sites. To that end, we have been working with Marc Sloop of Pyxis 
Web Design to design the site. We released this in its ñbetaò form in 2010, and have been 

working on adding in additional features including maps of site locations by stream and pho-
tos of our most common testing sites. Look for the updated version in the summer of 2011!  

 One of the signatures of CCWI is that we look to partner with and support other or-

ganizations who share our concerns about water quality. For many years we have partnered 
with members of the Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed Council to collect water quality 

data in several locations in that watershed. In 2010, two creeks in that watershed in particu-
lar received special attention when the Gold Ridge RCD released its Upper Green Valley 

Creek Watershed Management Plan, which is focused on Green Valley Creek and Purrington 
Creek as a priority for salmonid habitat restoration.  

 In 2010, CCWI began planning a project with the Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation 

to perform lab testing of field samples from the Laguna de Santa Rosa watershed for a spe-
cial study. This will take place over two years, with its start in the summer of 2011. The La-

guna de Santa Rosa was recently designated a Wetland of International Importance. We are 
proud to be supporting such an important research project.  

 CCWI has been partnering with Sonoma Coast Surfrider to perform bacteria studies 

on streams, through the use of their incubator for the testing. In 2011, Sonoma Coast Surf-
rider will expand this partnership by beginning a weekly bacteria testing program at surfing 

locations at several sites on the coast, in an effort to provide vital bacteria information to 
surfers especially during the time of year that surfers are out and no one is testing for public 

health. CCWI will be providing training, assistance, and the use of the lab for the bacteria 

testing. We look forward to this collaborative effort!  
 We would like to thank Art Hasson for all his hard work and dedication to keeping 

our programs going at CCWI, first as an intern and in 2010 as our Program Director. We will 
miss his contributions and wish him well in his new endeavors. In an attempt to better posi-

tion our organization to handle the increasing demands due to the expansion of our monitor-
ing and internship programs, we have hired two new people to take his place. Ingrid 

Stearns, an intern in the summer of 2010, is now the Program Director responsible for our 

grant-funded programs and the internship program. Jim Lowrie, a board member of the 
Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed Council, is now the Water Monitor Coordinator, respon-

sible for the volunteer program and the maintenance of field equipment and the perfor-
mance of lab tests. It is our aspiration that this combination of staff members will help pro-

vide a supportive base for all of our programs in the upcoming year.  

 Sincerely, 
Nels Worden, President of the Board of Directors 

Ingrid Stearns, Program Director 
Jim Lowrie, Water Monitor Coordinator 



Water Quality Reports in 2010  
 
 

CCWI submitted our data to the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board for their assessment of 
which streams should be included as impaired on the 303-d list. The Clean Water Act requires the State to de-
velop total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) of pollutants for streams listed as impaired, an important step to-
wards controlling non-point source water pollution.  
 
We also prepared reports of our data for Friends of Mark West Creek and Sonoma Ecology Center. 

Thank you to our 2010 
financial supporters :  
 

Sonoma County Fish & Wild-
life Commission    
Rose Foundation                    
Unity Avenue Foundation     
Tides Foundation 

Nutrient Testing  

 
This year we adjusted the set-
tings on the Dionex chromatog-
raphy machine to include read-
ings of nitrite, in addition to 
nitrates and phosphates.  

Saltwater Intrusion  
 
This year we began researching the potential of expanding our testing to 
include saltwater intrusion along the streams and rivers that drain into the 
ocean and the Bay. By measuring how far upstream the salt water reaches, 
we can record baseline data that can be used for future comparison as an 
indicator of climate change and lowering of ground water tables.  

Storm Sampling  
 

We performed storm sampling on Dutch Bill Creek with the winter rains. 
We added new parameters for storm sampling: sedimentation, nitrites, 
and ammonia. These help give us a more complete picture of the poten-
tial sources of contamination. 

The contents of a field testing kit are displayed.  






